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2016 - 2017 Ŀ VOLUME 1 

October 2016 

Special EDition 

December 1 

Assistive Technology Assessment Certifi-

cate Training, Session 3 

9:00 a.m. ð 3:00 p.m., Greenwood 5 

For more information, please contact Patti 

Farhat at (209) 468-4928. 

 

December 13 

Bullying and Autism Spectrum Disorders 

9:00 a.m. ð 12:00 p.m., Burwood 1 

For more information, please contact Patti 

Farhat at (209) 468-4928. 

 

Cognitive Behavior Intervention  

1:00 ð 3:00 p.m., Burwood 1 

For more information, please contact Patti 

Farhat at (209) 468-4928. 

 

All events held at (unless noted): 

SJCOE Wentworth Education Center 

2707 Transworld Dr., Stockton 

 

For more information/events please 

visit our online calendar at 

www.sjcoe.org/selpa 

Save The Date! 

Congratulations Class of 2016! 

On the evening of May 25, 2016, 20 graduates from the San 

Joaquin County Special Education Programs and Tracy Unified School 

District special education programs waited patiently to begin the march 

into the Burwood Auditorium at San Joaquin County Office of Educa-

tionôs (SJCOE) Wentworth Education Center.  Family, friends and 

supporters were sitting in that auditorium, waiting, not so patiently, to 

see their graduate be honored for their accomplishments, big and 

small.  As the procession began to the traditional strains of ñPomp and 

Circumstanceò the audience rose and paid tribute to the graduates, 

cheering, clapping and taking pictures to capture the special moment. 

Each graduate was introduced by their teachers, who told about 

memorable moments and exciting accomplishments for each student as 

well as the studentôs plans for the future.  Some stories brought laugh-

ter, others brought strong applause, but each story let the audience 

know a little about these graduates and the determination that it took 

each one of them to arrive at this life changing moment.  These tributes 

to the graduates reflected the courage and determination that these 

young people applied to each challenge and obstacle they faced. 

(See Graduates, page 3) 

Left to right:  James Mousalimas, Superintendent of Schools,  graduate Dajon 

Craft, and Brandie Brunni, SJCOE Division Director of Special Education 
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From Our SELPA Director Kathleen Skeels 

The leaves are turning color, the days are shorter, there is a bit of rain and 

the seasons change.  We celebrate our young adults and their families that have 

accomplished years of daily achievements and like the seasons, have experienced 

many life transitions.  Many of the students began with us as infants and now are 

incredible people making contributions to our community and to those who have 

the privilege of meeting them.  Our ceremony is not just for the teachers at the 

end of a studentôs education, but a great reminder of the journey that many of our 

students take and the significance of the influence educators have along the way.  

If you are an educator that the student still remembers, the families smile at the 

sound of your name or you have traveled not always a smooth road but you were 

there side-by-side, then stand up and take a bow. 

More can be accomplished together as we venture into an amazing 2016-

2017 school year.  Building relationships within education and with our commu-

nity partners is a hallmark of our SELPA.  ñOne cohesive systemò also extends to community agencies and our 

partnerships with all those that touch the lives of our students.  We embrace diversity and different perspec-

tives as we craft services for our students.  We say good bye to Ann Cirimele, former Executive Director of 

Family Resource Network (FRN), a colleague, kind and effective professional and a loving parent, that collec-

tively ñweò have moved mountains to serve students in our region. 

I know you will bring your very best to work each day and continue to make a difference student-by-

student.  With appreciation, Keep on é Keep oné 

Kathleen Skeels 
Asst. Superintendent/SELPA Director 

SELPA Finance News 

State Budget 

There are no increases for special education in the budget. 

There were four one-time budget items included: 

¶ College Readiness Block Grant ï 200 million to high schools and charter schools to provide additional ser-

vices to high school students that support access and successful transition to higher education.  It is esti-

mated to be about $140 per ADA, with no agency receiving less than $75,000.  The school must be WASC 

accredited.  Budget language recommends eligible activities.  

¶ Classified School Employee Credentialing Program.  20 million, available for 5 years to K-12 LEAs to 

support recruitment of classified employees to earn certification and become classroom teachers in Califor-

nia public schools. 

¶ California Collaboration for Educational Excellence.  Increase of 24 million for the CCEE to support 

statewide professional development on the use of evaluation rubrics and to build local and state capacity to 

implement a system of continuous improvement in the eight state priorities. 

¶ The CTC will receive 5 million to establish the California Center on Teaching Careers.  These funds are to 

aid in addressing the teacher shortage.  

(See Finance on page 8) 

Search & Serve 

 If you have a baby who was very small or sick at birth or a young child whose development worries you, a  

telephone call may put you in touch with someone who can answer your questions and help you get service for your 

child.  Call your school district office or the San Joaquin County Office of Education at 209-468-4925 for more  

information. 

 Si usted tiene un beb®, quien era muy peque¶o o enfermo de nacimiento o un ni¶o de quien su desarrollo  le  

preocupa, una llamada telef·nica puede ponerlo en contacto con alguien quien le puede contestar sus preguntas y  

ayudarlo a obtener servicios para su ni¶o.  Hable a la oficina de su distrito escolar o a la Oficina de Educaci·n del  

Condado de San Joaquin al 209-468-4925 para m§s informaci·n.  
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Graduates (from cover) 

Certificates were presented by James Mousali-

mas, SJCOE Superintendent of Schools, Brandie 

Brunni, SJCOE Division Director of Special Educa-

tion, and Kathy Alaniz, Tracy Unified School District 

Director of Special Education.  Following the presen-

tation, a photo montage of each studentôs life in pic-

tures and music brought more smiles and laughter to 

the audience. 

The recessional march marked the beginning 

of the next phase in life for these students.  Those who 

attended could not help but applaud the graduates as 

they marched into their future.  No longer a part of the 

public school system, they will take their place as 

adults in the community.  In work, school, or training 

programs, the hope of all the teachers, staff and fami-

lies is that these graduates continue to move ahead 

toward their lifeôs goals. 

FRN Director Retires 

Ann Cirimele, former Executive Director of Family Resource Network (FRN), retired from the posi-

tion she has held for almost 20 years.  Ann had a long history of helping families to access resources that 

helped assist their children with special needs.   Annôs knowledge and empathy came from her own experienc-

es as a parent of a child with special needs as well as from her educational background and ability to work co-

operatively and inclusively with agencies and schools.   

During her years at FRN, Ann developed and presented workshops geared to families, educators and 

agency staff.   She conducted workshops on the grieving process, not only for the passing of a loved one but 

for the loss of certain expectations related to a childôs developmental process.  She arranged for training for 

parents and families to engage in the discussion about establishing long term care plans for their children, in-

cluding both living situations and the financial aspects of care.  Ann served on the CHOICES Institute execu-

tive committee which presents a yearly institute to foster self advocacy skills within people who are differently 

abled and been an integral part of the CHOICES family.  As the Director of FRN, she hired people who shared 

her philosophy and that of the Family Resource Network.  She has established relationships with agencies and 

educational institutions in all five counties; San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Amador, Calaveras, and Tuolumne.  The 

list of Annôs contributions to these communi-

ties and the families who live there is bound-

less.   

The San Joaquin County Special Edu-

cation Local Plan Area (SELPA) director and 

staff had the pleasure of working with Ann and 

FRN over the decades, establishing a strong 

working relationship that assists each agency to 

serve families and their students with special 

needs.  Ann Cirimele will be missed in her po-

sition as the Executive Director of Family Re-

source Network and she will also be missed for 

her strong spirit, wisdom and diplomatic ways.  

She is wished a retirement rich in many things; 

time, joy, fun and relaxation.  Hereôs to you, 

Ann Cirimele! 
Ann Cirimele, retired FNR Executive Director  

Left to right:  James Mousalimas, Superintendent of Schools, graduate  

Pamela Arriola, and Katharine Alaniz, Tracy Unified School District  

Director of Special Education 



 

4 

Julian Aguilar Pamela Arriola Anthony Aviles Kevin Capas 

Dajon Craft Nicholas Groves 

�î�ì�í�ò 
Erika Herring Tina Johnson 

Yesica Lopez Juan Madrigal RJ Martinez Daniel Mendoza 


