New Coaches Session
Considerations


1) You can’t do it all



a. Recruit the help of parents, teachers, and community members



b. Ask for help from the school’s PTA, administration for funding


2) Dealing with students



a. Playing the numbers game – 15 to 50 students



b. During school vs. before/after school



c. Student responsibilities—self motivation, self discipline, 
flexibility, desire 

    to participate (not parental or peer decision)—perhaps use student contracts



d. Student availability on competition day—student contracts



e. Importance of team building, but also looking at each student individually


f. Team recognition at the school level after competition


3) Preparing for 23 events



a. Getting coaching assistance -- 1 to 23 coaches



b. Coordinating multiple coaches with different commitment levels



c. Techniques for coaching lots of events and surviving




-Be a resource, most events don’t require lecturing or teaching




-Make sure the kids know the rules…backward & forwards, inside & out




-Know and accept that the kids probably know more than you




-Set goals or tasks to be accomplished before the next meeting




-Expect research to be done on their own




-Make students accountable for researching—give a specific topic to work on




d. Student accountability




-Set criteria for participation on team




-Document kids participation during practices, etc.



e. Liability issues/school policies




-Transportation




-Outside help




-Studying off campus




-school policies on student participation


4) Parent/Community support



a. A great resource in some cases



b. Liability issues



c. Overly supportive parents – interested in own child



d. Caution to be sure parents are not doing the work



e. Establishing a line of communication for questions, clarifications



f. Make sure outside help understand the event rules, the mission statement of Science 


   Olympiad, and promote rules of fair play


5) Resources



a) Notebooks and/or boxes for each event--label everything as SO property



-Include all resources collected for that event—books, pamphlets, handouts, etc.



-Students either make copies or check out the materials



b) Students should keep their own binders for notes, links, etc.  



c) Collect books from discount bookstores, school discards, etc.



d) Gather miscellaneous materials for building events—free or cheap is good




-Begging notices in school newsletter




-Garage sales




-Community businesses




-Local colleges




-Parent contacts


6) Funding



a. Funded totally by the school or PTA



b. Dependent upon your own fundraisers—avoid selling items



c. Community support

Building Your Team

1) When to begin

2) Generating student interest


3) Selection process possibilities



a. Use of a “Try-out”



b. Student commitment



c. Attendance at practices



d. Covering all the events



e. Identifying possible alternates


4) Being aware of student time commitments 



a. Frequency of practices



b. Being aware that all events are not created equally


5) Knowing eligibility/participation policies


6) Assigning events



a. Don’t overwork a student



b. Try to assign at least one favorite event



c. Cerebral vs. building



c. Know the regional schedule so you do not have conflicting events



d. Understanding the individuality that equates into a team

Competition Day

1) Team camp



a. Responsibilities of alternate students



b. Assigned responsibilitiesof attending parents



c. Feeding the team/supporters



d. Instilling the goals of Science Olympiad into all attending


2) Tournament strategies


a. Knowing the tournament schedule/locations



b. Win/Place/Show philosophy



c. Helping the student




-Individual schedules



-Locating event sites




- Parent pairing



d. Event bags



e. Contingency plans


3) Team t-shirts


4) Enjoy the day and the spirit of Science Olympiad
