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“Engage Students with Purposeful, Focused, Efficient Instruction” 

Direct Instruction Lesson Template 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________  School: _______________________________________    District: _________________________ 
 

Grade:  K   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10   11   12          Subject:  Ο Math     Ο Language Arts     Ο Social Studies    Ο Science     Ο ELD    Ο Other ______________________ 
 

Content Standard: ______________________________________________________ Curriculum: ____________________________ Teacher Edition Page #: __________ 
 

Essential Elements Phase Lesson Plan 
 

   Student friendly language 
   Aligns with Independent Practice 
   All students interact with information 

prior to checking for understanding 
   Questions asked to all students prior 

to checking for understanding 
   Wait time 
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 Content Objective: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EL Language Objective:  Ο Word Analysis, Fluency & Vocabulary Development      Ο Reading Comprehension 
                                                Ο Literary Response & Analysis     Ο Writing Strategies     Ο Written & Oral Language Conventions 
                                                Ο Listening & Speaking      
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
   All students interact with information 

prior to checking for understanding 
   Previously taught skill practiced or 

universal knowledge activated prior to 
checking for understanding 

   Aligns to new material 
   Teacher explains connection between 

APK and new material  
   Questions asked to all students prior 

to checking for understanding 
   Wait time 
   Adjustments made due to feedback 

during checking for understanding (if 
needed) 
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Describe how you will activate prior knowledge and connect to the new material: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Checking for understanding questions and method used to check for student understanding: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inherent Characteristics of Direct Instruction 

• Ongoing Checking for Understanding of All Students 
• Immediate Corrective Feedback 
• Teacher Making Decisions based on Responses 
• High Expectations for Student Learning 

• Actively Engaged Students 
• Efficient Use of Instructional Time 
• Positive Classroom Environment 
• Routines and Procedures 

• Cues and Prompts 
• Choral Responses 
• Visual Representations and Graphic Organizers 
• Modeling and Narrated Demonstrations 



Regional System of District and School Support, Region 6 (209) 468-9056     Lesson Template Version 1.1 

Essential Elements Phase Lesson Plan 
 

   Definition or rule 
   Examples and non-examples 
   Information presented visually 
   All students frequently interact with 

information 
   Questions asked to all students prior 

to checking for understanding 
   Well distributed checking for 

understanding 
   Ongoing checking for understanding 
   Wait time 
   Higher-level questions 
   Adjustments made due to feedback 

during checking for understanding (if 
needed) 
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Describe the concept: 
 
 
 
 
Describe how you will teach the concept: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Checking for understanding questions and method used to check for student understanding: 

 
   Steps provided as scaffold; not for 

memorization 
   Teacher shows examples with student 

interaction 
   Information presented visually 
   All students frequently interact with 

information 
   Questions asked to all students prior 

to checking for understanding 
   Students describe the concept 
   Well distributed checking for 

understanding 
   Ongoing checking for understanding 
   Wait time 
   Higher-level questions 
   Adjustments made due to feedback 

during checking for understanding (if 
needed) 

   Teacher inner thought processes 
revealed to students through modeling 

   Modeling short and purposeful 
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Describe the steps and how you will teach each step: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Checking for understanding questions and method used to check for student understanding: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inherent Characteristics of Direct Instruction 

• Ongoing Checking for Understanding of All Students 
• Immediate Corrective Feedback 
• Teacher Making Decisions based on Responses 
• High Expectations for Student Learning 

• Actively Engaged Students 
• Efficient Use of Instructional Time 
• Positive Classroom Environment 
• Routines and Procedures 

• Cues and Prompts 
• Choral Responses 
• Visual Representations and Graphic Organizers 
• Modeling and Narrated Demonstrations 
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Essential Elements Phase Lesson Plan 
 

   Verified success for all students at 
each step 

   Supports independent practice 
   Students given increasing 

responsibility towards working 
independently 

   All students frequently interact with 
information 

   Questions asked to all students prior 
to checking for understanding 

   Well distributed checking for 
understanding 

   Ongoing checking for understanding 
   Wait time 
   Higher-level questions 
   Adjustments made due to CFU (if  

needed) 
   Students describe the concept 
   Teacher identifies students needing 

additional support/guided practice 
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Describe how you will move your students to independence: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Checking for understanding questions and method used to check for student understanding: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Aligns with Content Objective 
   Teacher works with small group (if 

needed) 
   Students work independently 
   Teacher walks around room 

monitoring students 
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Describe the Independent Practice: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inherent Characteristics of Direct Instruction 
• Ongoing Checking for Understanding of All Students 
• Immediate Corrective Feedback 
• Teacher Making Decisions based on Responses 
• High Expectations for Student Learning 

• Actively Engaged Students 
• Efficient Use of Instructional Time 
• Positive Classroom Environment 
• Routines and Procedures 

• Cues and Prompts 
• Choral Responses 
• Visual Representations and Graphic Organizers 
• Modeling and Narrated Demonstrations 

 


